


coming from, but also a product that helps everyone thrive in this market, from readers
and authors to publishers and booksellers.

Kickstart was our earliest institutional investor out of our incubator that really
helped us on our journey to find market fit in the education ecosystem. Not only
did they believe in Literal's mission and us, they were clearly living proponents of high
proficiency reading. Having partners who care deeply about the pain on a personal and
professional level has been super helpful.

Since Kickstart’s investment, we have helped hundreds of school teachers across
the nation as well as thousands of students work through a new format of medium that
is engaging and competes to increase reading time while decreasing time on social
media. Kickstart also helped support us during our most recent raise, where we were
able to secure a $2.5M round with a leading investor, Bitkraft.

When Kickstart first invested, 100% of our employee base was LMI. Since 2020, 5 of
our employees who started as LMI are now non-LMI|. We’re eager to provide a higher
quality of life through career opportunities with our company.

We've really benefited from Kickstart's involvement in our company’s growth over the
years, both in terms of capital and in guidance, as well as involvement with the

community they have fostered for entrepreneurs.

-Michael Romrell, President at Literal



